
Principal's Message
Good Afternoon RHD Families -

An Important Parent/Guardian Meeting
Next Tuesday I will be hosting the last Cocoa with Keller for the year on March 28th at 6:30 PM.
These gatherings are intended to receive feedback from families regarding our Single Plan for
Student Achievement, or SPSA, which our Site Council creates and approves. This will be the first
in-person gathering for RHS parent/guardian feedback in three years, but a virtual option will be
provided. Topics that will be discussed with other feedback/conversations welcome:

RHD 2023-2024 SPSA & CA Healthy Kids Survey Results
SRO Justin Hankes providing information regarding campus safety and our DARE program
5th grade campout and fundraising for 6th grade Science School
May 5th Career Day information

Please join to provide input and hear about plans for next year!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://pgusd.zoom.us/j/89920629378

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pgusd.zoom.us/j/89920629378&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1680021078547022&usg=AOvVaw2pxM96fdIEUs0jbchqXxfa


Spring Break and Minimum Day Reminder
On Friday, April 7 there will be a Minimum Day with all students being dismissed at 12:10 PM.
Spring Break is from April 10-14.

All Lost and Found items will be donated after April 14th so please check for items left behind.

Volunteers Needed for Career Day
We need parent volunteers to share their careers with our 5th-grade students. Volunteers are to
contact Mrs. Frudden, at sfrudden@pgusd.org. A meeting will take place in March to inform
volunteers of the details. We are looking for a variety of careers to share with our 5th-grade
students. Your presentation can be about 10 minutes in length. You will have the option of
recording your presentation, presenting via ZOOM while on the job, or in person.

In Otter Ohana,

Sean Keller, RHD Principal
Google Voice (831) 275-0083
skeller@pgusd.org

RHD Upcoming Events

March 28 - Cocoa with Keller, 6:30 PM, in person & virtual option
https://pgusd.zoom.us/j/89920629378
April 6 - PGUSD Board Meeting, 6:30 PM
April 7 - Minimum Day, all students dismissed at 12:10 PM
April 10-14 - Spring Break, no school
April 17 - School Site Council Meeting, 3:30 PM
April 19 - PTA Dine Out, Sur at The Barnyard, 4:00 - 8:00 PM
April 20 - PGUSD Board Meeting, 6:30 PM
April 21 - PTA STEM Night w/ Taco Truck, & Silent Auction, Outside/Cafe/Ottertorium, 5:00-7:00 PM
April 27 - OPEN HOUSE: New 2023-24 TK/K in Ottertorium 5:45 - 6:15 PM , all families in
Ottertorium for Principal's Message 6:15-6:30 PM, and Classroom Visits 6:30-7:15 PM

RHD - Active Student COVID Cases

As of March 23
2 students, Mrs. Johnson's Class
1 student, Mrs. Dacuyan's Class

mailto:sfrudden@pgusd.org
mailto:skeller@pgusd.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pgusd.zoom.us/j/89920629378&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1680021078547022&usg=AOvVaw2pxM96fdIEUs0jbchqXxfa


Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance

If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE
for a field trip, please be sure you are fingerprint cleared with our
district and submit a copy of your COVID vaccine card to the
District Office. To make an appointment at the District Office
please call Kimberly Ortiz at 646-6553.

Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your
child's teacher to schedule a time that works best for them.

Office Reminders...
1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
office and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher first thing in
the morning.

2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the office a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
a) ParentVUE app
b) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
c) Email Annie Deis at adeis@pgusd.org

3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.
The office and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their child
should do after school. This is disruptive.

Brick Fundraiser Back Online
A huge shout out to Field of Dreams Designs and its owner, Neil MacLaren, for being willing to sell
RHD Bricks for our fundraiser. Please use the QR code below to order a 4x8 or 8x8 brick for our
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mailto:adeis@pgusd.org
https://robertdown.pgusd.org/documents/Bell-Sched-22-23.pdf
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summer project.

http://smartsocial.com/
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Smart Social - Learn How to Shine Online
Dear Pacific Grove Unified School District Community,

We paid for complimentary access to this live Instagram safety
event (register today):

This month our friends at SmartSocial.com will be sharing How to
navigate Instagram in a positive way. We feel like every student should view this with their parents.
There are two dates to choose from, with three times available on each date. If you cannot attend
live, we’d encourage you to register so you will receive the replay information after the event.

Register here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7616600577965/WN_8GP5h4mzRLiwIShxt8MHrQ

Let's face it, we can't avoid Instagram, but we can learn how to use it safely and productively. By
joining these live events, you will hear directly from national experts and student interns to gain
valuable insights about keeping students safe on Instagram.

We understand that your schedule may be busy, so these events are being offered at six different
times to accommodate your needs. Don't miss out on this opportunity to learn from the best.
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Register here for this next VALUABLE parent & student event on Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7616600577965/WN_8GP5h4mzRLiwIShxt8MHrQ

During the event, you will:
Hear directly from students and discover what they wish their parents knew about Instagram
Explore new ways that students can use Instagram to learn skills and attract the attention of
future employers and college admission officers
Learn from Titania Jordan, the Chief Parent Officer of Bark Technologies and mom of a
teenager
Learn from an expert from the Center for Countering Digital Hate and discover what the
research says about teen Instagram use
And more...

Use the Pacific Grove Unified School District unique registration link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7616600577965/WN_8GP5h4mzRLiwIShxt8MHrQ

Wednesday, March 22:
3 pm Pacific/6 pm Eastern
5 pm Pacific/8 pm Eastern
6:30 pm Pacific/9:30 pm Eastern

Tuesday, March 28:
3 pm Pacific/6 pm Eastern
5 pm Pacific/8 pm Eastern
6:30 pm Pacific/9:30 pm Eastern

We look forward to these live events from SmartSocial in 2023 and hope you’ll join our community’s
conversation about learning how to keep our students safe online!

Sincerely,
Sean Keller
Pacific Grove Unified School District

P.S. If you can't make it, use this unique link to access the replay videos:
https://smartsocial.com/pacificgroveusd or click here to login

Robert Down Birthday Books
This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book Club fill out the information below
(scroll way down to the bottom of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
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the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make
the check payable to the P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book
on the memo line).
When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will
present a new book in honor of your child’s birthday. Your child will
be the first one to check out and read the book that has been
donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with
your child’s name will be affixed to the inside cover for all future
readers to appreciate.

Birthday Book Club.pdf

Download
280.3 KB

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/62f3de116c79c888013d9d75
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/630fe9ce93847660241ef30c


ToolboxParentWkshopHandout.pdf

Download
885.8 KB
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Room 3 third-graders enjoyed a special St. Patrick’s Day storytime with Mr. Keller, who read with his
authentic Irish brogue!

https://ybpay.lifetouch.com/Order/SelectJob?jobNumber=14363223&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PN_YB_F22_DEC&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=PN_YB_F22_DEC
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RHD Yearbooks for SALE!

Yearbooks are available for sale, please order soon if you’d like one:
https://ybpay.lifetouch.com/Order/SelectJob?
jobNumber=14363223&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PN_YB_F2
2_DEC&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=PN_YB_F22_DEC

Orders must be placed by April 17

Don’t miss out on all the events at Robert Down Elementary School. Pre-order your yearbook today
at ybpay.lifetouch.com using your Yearbook ID Code: 14363223.

CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear
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PTA Newsletter

PTA Silent Auction - WE NEED YOU!

We are looking for donations!

The RHD PTA will be hosting a STEM Night and Silent Auction on April 21st and are looking for
donations to auction off in the form of a product or service. If you are able to donate or possibly
know of a person or business that may be able to donate, please reach out to our VP of Fundraising
Sarah Fontecchio at thedsttproject@gmail.com. Thank you very much for your help!

https://www.smore.com/kfas59-pta-corner?ref=email
mailto:thedsttproject@gmail.com
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RHD Silent Auction Letter & Donation Form.pdf

Download
111.6 KB
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GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION

CLICK HERE TO APPLY

WHO CAN APPLY
● Individuals or groups 10- 24 years old
● Teachers and art instructors may apply on behalf of a group of students
● Only one original work of visual art per person will be accepted
VISUAL ART
● Must be approximately 11”x17” and framed or mounted on foam core for display on an easel*
● Work must be delivered to the Monterey Museum of Art. Delivery time slots TBA.
● Work must be labeled (back or bottom) at time of drop-off
● Other sizes and forms of visual art may be considered upon request
Please fill out application information exactly as you want it to appear on the identifying label at the
exhibition.
PERFORMING ART
● Works must be 10 minutes or less
● Music must be delivered on a thumb drive compatible with our sound system and delivered

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdw9fI6w26e29CZN0vhtnYx44mRPQh56-Ra4Vn71Y68BQN0CQ/viewform


to SpectorDance by May 20, 2023
● Performing artists are required to attend a tech rehearsal on May 20 between 4:00 to 7:30 pm
or May 21 between 10:00 am to 1 pm. Artists will need to arrive on site 20 minutes before their
scheduled tech time slot, which will be assigned. Specifics TBA
SUGGESTED THEMES
Climate Change Resilience of Nature
Challenges Confronting our Ocean
Overpopulation
Plastics in the Ocean
Extinction of Species
Ocean Pollution
Covid Consequences
Inspiration for Solutions

Human Imagination
Engineering and Innovation
Interdisciplinary Partnerships
Bioluminescence
Denial and Apathy
Ocean Acidification
Political and Actionable Change

APPLICATION CHECKLIST:
□ Completed application form. Attach additional pages if needed.
□ Apply soon because spots are limited!
□ Submit a sample of proposed or previous work (e.g.: video link, photograph or sketch of art,
text excerpt of poetry/lyrics/spoken word, Mp3 file of music). Work does not have to be
finished by the application deadline but should show progress towards completion.
□ High-resolution photographs of artist and/or work for publicity.
PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS:
□ Performing artists must be available for pre-event Tech Rehearsal date TBA
□ Artists must give SpectorDance permission to use any photographs or video footage
taken at the Ocean Arts Festival: Monterey
□ Artists must be able to arrive before and/or stay after the event to assist with the set-up and
clean-up of their visual art display or performance
□ Share the provided flier/information with friends and contacts
□ Follow SpectorDance on Facebook and/or Instagram
□ SpectorDance reserves the right to refuse a work of art for any reason
□ Sign liability waiver: neither MMA nor SpectorDance are responsible for any damage to
artwork that may occur during storage for, or display at, the festival
EMAIL APPLICATION FILES (E.G. PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEOS) AND/OR
QUESTIONS TO: oceanartsfestival.monterey@gmail.com

mailto:oceanartsfestival.monterey@gmail.com


ELIGIBILITY: Artists between 10 and 24 years of age are eligible regardless of race, gender,
national origin, sexual orientation, and physical ability. SpectorDance is an equal opportunity
organization.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: March 16, 2023
OCEAN ARTS FESTIVAL: MONTEREY DATE: May 21, 2023
Thank you for your application to and interest in SpectorDance’s Ocean Arts Festival. We look
forward to working with you!

Thank you to our major donors: Arts Council for Monterey County,
California Arts Council, Monterey Museum of Art, Monterey County Gives & the Harden Foundation!

For more information call 831-601-8510 or visit www.SpectorDance.org/OAF
CLICK HERE TO APPLY

http://www.spectordance.org/OAF
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Message from District Nurse Katrina Powley
Medication Consent - Even for Store Bought/On the Counter
Medication

A friendly reminder that a medication consent form should be completed with parent and
healthcare signature for all over-the-counter and prescribed medications given at school. This
includes cough drops and throat lozenges.

Reminder -- Food Allergies

Hello Kindergarten and First Grade Classroom Families,

As a reminder, we have a Kindergarten classmate severely allergic to peanuts as well as First
Grade classmates that are severely allergic to egg and egg products in addition to tree nut and
peanut products. Therefore, they should not be exposed to any egg, tree nut or peanut products in
the classrooms or lunch area in order to avoid life-threatening reactions to these foods requiring
Epi-Pen treatment.



The Kindergarten classmate and First Grade classmates can develop life-threatening allergic
reactions to these products via contaminated hands with both nut and egg remnants which are
rubbed on the eyes, nose, and mouth. To maintain the highest level of safety, all of the
Kindergarten and First classrooms will be compulsory egg, tree nut, and peanut-free classrooms.
No school-based foods containing egg or nut products will be served in any of the Kindergarten
and First Grade classrooms.

Given the importance of ensuring that there is no exposure to egg and nut food products in the
Kindergarten and First Grade classrooms, we request that all Kindergarten and First Grade
classroom families refrain from sending any foods with their child to school which contain peanut,
tree nut or egg ingredients. We understand that this requires an adjustment for families in the
foods that they pack for their students as well as time to plan for alternatives but know that this is
an important implementation to minimize the exposure to life-threatening allergens for students
with nut and egg allergies.

Thank you very much,
Katrina Powley, RN, BSN, CSN
District School Nurse
Pacific Grove Unified School District
kpowley@pgusd.org
Google Voice: (831) 275-5396

Robert Down Elementary School
Website: https://robertdown.pgusd.org/
Location: 485 Pine Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA, USA
Phone: (831) 646-6540
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