
Principal's Message
Dear RHD Families -
 
Our PTA is in need of help with next week's Book Fair and also is searching for members to
organize fun PTA events for the remainder of the year. Our Book Fair begins this Monday in the
RHD cafeteria and will be open before school and after school each day, including Friday during the
Halloween Movie Night. To help with the Book Fair, please contact Heather Lazare at
heatherlazare@gmail.com and for interest in helping with any PTA events like Bingo Night, Art
Night, Celebrating Cultures from Every Continent during Diversity Night, another possible Movie
Night, and the parent/guardian night Mix and Mingle. If you have not had the opportunity to help out
or want to meet some awesome members of our Otter Ohana, reach out to Lucie Hazen at
ljhazen@gmail.com or Heloisa Junqueira at hjunqueira25@gmail.com (Diversity Night only)
 
For any English Language Development (ELD) parents who have their students supported by
Chantelle Cafferata, please attend the �rst annual ELAC Playdate at Caledonia Park this Saturday,
October 22nd from 9:00-10:30 AM.
 
This Monday and Tuesday, our district is hosting two Fentanyl Information nights. Please see the
�ier below and attend to help your family understand how this drug can affect community
members and how we all can help save lives.
 
I will be hosting the October Cocoa with Keller this Tuesday and will be covering the updates in the
RHD Safety Plan that was introduced this past Monday to our Site Council (and shared in the last
Site Council Smore). Please come with any questions or concerns that cover any topic covering
academics, school activities, safety, etc.
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://pgusd.zoom.us/j/83377375436 
Meeting ID: 833 7737 5436
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A reminder that we will have a costume parade on October 31st from 9:00-9:30 AM on the
intermediate blacktop. Costumes should be elementary-age appropriate with no masks or props -
these may be worn to the Halloween Movie Night on Friday, October 28th.
 
Our First Trimester Parent Conference Week is from Monday, October 31st to Friday, November
4th. Please remember that all students have minimum days all week. All students will be
dismissed at 12:10 PM. Those that are not picked up within 10 minutes will be escorted to the
lunch tables to join BASRP.
 
A message from PTA Fundraising Chair:
 
Friends and family of Robert Down PTA,
 
Our most important fundraiser of the year has kicked off and is running from October 17th through
November 4th. Take a sneak peek at some of the great items available this year. Get ready and
jump on holiday shopping, share with friends and family.
 
Let's get started, read through the �ier below to help you get registered for our fundraiser today! It's
super easy and goes a big way in helping us reach our goals! 
 
Shop from now until November 4th.  
Thank you for your support!
Sarah Fontecchio
 
 
In Otter Ohana, 
 
Sean Keller, RHD Principal
Google Voice (831) 275-0083
skeller@pgusd.org
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RHD Upcoming Events
Oct. 20 - PGUSD Board Meeting, 6:30 PM 
Oct. 22 - PGHS Movie Night, Leadership Fundraiser, 6:30 PM PGHS Library
Oct. 24-28 - Fall Book Fair
Oct. 24 - Fentanyl Town Hall, (RHD & FG Parents) PGMS, 6:30 PM
Oct. 25 - Fentanyl Town Hall (PGMS & PGHS Parents), PGMS, 6:30 PM
Oct. 31- Nov. 4 - Parent Teacher Conference Week, All Students Minimum Day All Week

RHD - Active Student COVID Cases
As of October 20 :
 
None
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Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance
If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE
for a �eld trip, please be sure you are �ngerprint cleared with our
district and submit a copy of your COVID vaccine card to the
District O�ce. To make an appointment at the District O�ce
please call Kimberly Ortiz at 646-6553.
 
Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your
child's teacher to schedule a time that works best for them.

O�ce Reminders...
1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
o�ce and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher �rst thing in
the morning.

 
2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the o�ce a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
1) ParentVUE app
2) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
3) Email Carey O'Sullivan at cosullivan@pgusd.org
 
3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.
The o�ce and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their
child should do after school. This is disruptive.

Make Waves with Odder Coin Drive
Katherine Applegate's newest book Odder is based on the work of
the Monterey Bay Aquarium's Sea Otter Research and
Conservation (SORAC) program. In concert with the book's release
the publisher is sponsoring a nation-wide coin drive, Make Waves
with Odder, to raise funds for this program. 
 
Make Waves with Odder is designed to inspire the next generation
of conservationists. Otters are a keystone species, meaning they
play a critical role in maintaining the ecological health of the
places where they live. Understanding how otters contribute to the
health of the Earth will lead to a greater appreciation for the
importance of biodiversity and conservation overall. 
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All schools hosting a Make Waves with Odder Coin Drive are eligible to be entered in a
sweepstakes to win a visit with Katherine Applegate, either in-person or virtual, whatever works
best for your school.
 
We will have containers for donations at the library door and in the front lobby of the school during
the month of October, if you would like to contribute to the fundraiser. 
 
Let's go Make Waves with Odder!!!
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Literati Online Book Fair is Now Live!
The RHD Literati Online Book Fair is now live and families can feel free to shop there now. The in-
person RHD Bok Fair will be held from October 24th-28th in the cafeteria, but online shopping is
now available! Go to https://efairs.literati.com?school=robert-down-elementary-school-paci�c-
grove-ca 
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Robert Down Birthday Books
This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to
build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book
Club �ll out the information below (scroll way down to the bottom
of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make
the check payable to the P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book
on the memo line).
When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will
present a new book in honor of your child’s birthday. Your child will
be the �rst one to check out and read the book that has been
donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with your child’s name will be a�xed
to the inside cover for all future readers to appreciate.

Birthday Book Club.pdf

Download
280.3 KB
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ToolboxParentWkshopHandout.pdf
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CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear
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Message from District Nurse Katrina Powley
Daily Symptoms Checklist
Each morning prior to school departure, please monitor your child for the following symptoms and
keep them home if they have the following, especially if the symptoms are new, are a sudden
onset, and do not resolve within a short time period on their own without medication:

Persistent headache and fatigue
Elevated temperature
Body aches
Sore throat
Congestion
Cough
Shortness of breath
Nausea
Diarrhea
Loss of taste or smell

All children should remain home until their illness has subsided and they are resolved of
symptoms for at least 24 hours without the use of over-the-counter medications to relieve
symptoms. Even if a child is ill with a negative COVID-19 test result, please ensure that your child's
symptoms are resolved for at least 24 hours prior to returning to school.
 
If a child arrives to school with or develops active illness symptoms at school, we will phone
parents to pick up their children with instructions to keep them home until the illness has resolved
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for at least 24 hours without the use of over-the-counter medication to relieve symptoms.
 
QUARANTINE and EXPOSURE PERIOD TIMELINES
 
QUARANTINE FOR POSITIVE COVID-19 TEST RESULT:
 
Day 1: ____ (Start date of symptoms, or if no symptoms, date of COVID-19 test) 
Day 5: ____ Test again if feeling better. 
Day 5 Negative Test Result: End quarantine on day 6 (_____) 
Day 5 Positive Test Result: continue to quarantine through day 10 (_____) OR until you test
negative at anytime between days 6-10 (_____) to end quarantine anytime between days 6-10 if
symptoms are resolved. 
Day 11: (______) End quarantine if feeling better. You do not need to test again in order to end
quarantine on day 11 or later as long as symptoms are resolved.
 
**If ending quarantine on day 10 or earlier, indoor masking is strongly recommended through the
remainder of the 10-day quarantine period. 
 
ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM CLOSE CONTACT EXPOSURE PERIOD:
As per PGUSD Board Policy on 3/17/2022, all elementary classroom close contacts must wear a
mask indoors until testing by day 5 of the exposure period. Indoor masking would be discontinued
on day 6 of the exposure period.
Day 1: ______ (Day 1 starts 2 days prior to the date that the positive individual's symptoms began
OR if asymptomatic, date of individual's COVID-19 test)
Day 5:_____ COVID-19 Testing received by day 5
Day 6: _____ Indoor masking not required although still strongly recommended as per CDPH.
Day 10: _____ Last day of exposure period
Day 11: _____ Exposure Period Over
 
**Indoor masking strongly recommended through the remainder of the exposure period**
 
OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL EXPOSURE PERIOD: 
 
Day 1: ______ (Day 1 starts 2 days prior to the date that the positive individual's symptoms began
OR if asymptomatic, date of individual's COVID-19 test)
Day 5: _____ COVID-19 Testing strongly recommended.
Day 10:_____: Last day of exposure period
Day 11:______ Exposure Period Over
 
**Indoor masking strongly recommended through the remainder of the exposure period**



Robert Down Elementary School
Website: https://robertdown.pgusd.org/ 
Location: 485 Pine Avenue, Paci�c Grove, CA, USA 
Phone: (831) 646-6540
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