
Principal's Message
Dear Otter Parents,

As you may be aware, Principal Keller is taking a medical leave of absence for the next 6 weeks or
so. We are already missing him and wishing him a speedy recovery. In the meantime, you may
wonder who will be leading Robert Down in his absence. Mary Riedel, a retired principal, assistant
principal, and teacher from Pacific Grove Middle School will be tag-teaming with Matt Bell (myself),
retired principal from PGHS, PGMS, and RHD. In our retirement, both of us have been occasionally
sitting in for principals in the PG District when there has been a need. We both bring with us a
bunch of experience and will do everything we can to keep the SS Otter steaming straight ahead. As
you can imagine, we are very excited to help out at RHD as we have strong ties with the staff and
look forward to creating strong ties with the students and you, dear readers. So now when your
child comes home and tells you that there is a new principal at school, you'll know all about it.

That being said, both Mary and I are just getting settled into the busy RHD schedule and are bound
to neglect to send out a reminder or some such thing. Grant us a bit of grace. If you note something
that we need to know or to do, please let us know.



In the meantime, be sure to give your child a random hug today and tell them that you love them
just because. And, yes, that goes for fifth grade all the way down to TK.

Go Otters!
Matt Bell

P.S. Kindness Week is next week, February 5-9. Sonda Frudden, our school counselor, is looking for
parent volunteers to help during lunch from 12:00 - 1:00 PM with activities. Please reach out to her
via email if you're available, sfrudden@pgusd.org

RHD Upcoming Events

February 5-9 - Kindness Week
February 8 - PGUSD Board Meeting, 6:30 PM
February 12-19 - February Break (no school)
February 20 - Return to School
February 20 - PTA Dine Out, Monarch Pub & Restaurant, 5:00-8:00
PM
February 20 - RHD Site Council Meeting, 3:30 PM
February 20 - PTA Meeting, 6:30 PM

February 26-March 8 - PTA, Book Week

Office Reminders...

1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
office and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher first thing in
the morning.

2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the office a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
a) ParentVUE app
b) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
c) Email Annie Deis at adeis@pgusd.org

mailto:sfrudden@pgusd.org
mailto:adeis@pgusd.org
https://robertdown.pgusd.org/documents/Bell-Sched-22-23.pdf


3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.
The office and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their child
should do after school. This is disruptive.

Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance
If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE
for a field trip, please be sure you are fingerprint cleared with our
district. To make an appointment at the District Office please
contact Bree Nehring by calling 607-8892 or emailing
bnehring@pgusd.org

Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your
child's teacher to schedule a time that works best for them.

Robert Down Birthday Books

This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to
build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book
Club fill out the information below (scroll way down to the bottom
of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make
the check payable to the P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book
on the memo line).
When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will
present a new book in honor of your child’s birthday. Your child will
be the first one to check out and read the book that has been

donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with your child’s name will be affixed
to the inside cover for all future readers to appreciate.

Birthday Book Club.pdf
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CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear

http://fieldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters
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AI Parent Training For Students
The SmartSocial Parent, Teacher & Counselor forum will teach you
the hidden safety features of TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram, Fortnite,
Netflix, YouTube & More
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https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai
https://smartsocial.com/ai


https://smartsocial.com/ai?utm_source=S2+Partners%2FSchool+Communication&utm_campaign=0b49d325c8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_04_19_03_51_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_59ab4dbac1-0b49d325c8-196317812&mc_cid=0b49d325c8&mc_eid=6f9a101714


Robert Down Elementary School

Website: https://robertdown.pgusd.org/
Location: 485 Pine Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA, USA
Phone: (831) 646-6540

Robert Down Elementary School
is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters

https://robertdown.pgusd.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=485+Pine+Ave,+Pacific+Grove,+CA+93950,+USA&ftid=0x808de14cf9d71551:0x3853d3400243dcd9


Created with

Communicate quickly and effectively with interactive newsletters.
Smore empowers educators to connect with their community, streamline school communications,
and increase engagement.

Create a newsletter

https://www.smore.com/

