
Principal's Message
Dear Parents and Guardians,

It's always nice to have a week off to celebrate our presidents, but I find that my "bucket" is more
filled when I get to see the kids (and their parents and guardians) come to school with a smile and
see how eager they are to share with me the work that they are doing and the successes that
they've had. It is truly a privilege to be an Otter.

I've got a number of things to share with you, so let's get to it.

First, we will be having an evacuation drill today, Friday, Feb. 23, at 2:45. All students will go with
their teacher up to the upper field and we will verify that everyone is accounted for, doors have been
shut, and protocol has been followed. We will also do a small practice of "releasing" a couple of
students to their parents as if this were a real fire and we can't go back into the building. As you
probably know, every month we have some type of drill to assure that we are prepared to deal with
a number of situations to keep our students and staff safe. Our District has contracted with
McKimball and Associates to observe our drills and to give us feedback on where we can improve
and they will be watching today.



Secondly, I am excited to announce a great workshop next Wednesday from 6-7:00pm via Zoom for
parents of 4th - 8th grade students (although you can certainly still join if your child is younger.) The
flier is attached, but here is the gist of the workshop: Does your child struggle with transitioning
from one task to the next? Do they get “stuck” and have trouble regulating emotions? Are shoes,
jackets, homework, or favorite items often misplaced?
Please join us for an online educational talk about important cognitive functions students need to
learn and manage everyday life skills, like the scenarios above. The session will help parents
understand:

What are executive functions?
What executive functioning skills do elementary and middle school students often struggle
with?
Strategies for improving specific EF skills.

Use this link to attend the Zoom meeting: https://pgusd.zoom.us/s/82603979523?
pwd=c01uNGRUelpBVjYvR3RwSTd5S1dyZz09

Also, on March 13th at 6pm, at PGHS Library, Robert Down and Forest Grove will come together to
share information regarding registration and program content for our 2024-25 TK/K program.
Please join us if your child is eligible to attend based on their birthdates listed on the flyer below.

Lastly, I've been very impressed with how our students are getting to school on time. Moms, dads,
and guardians, pat yourself on the back. That being said, I've noted that there have been some drop
offs in front of the school that were less safe than they should be. Let me encourage you, if you
drop your student off in the drop-off zones to pull all the way into the drop-off zone so that your car
does not protrude into the street. If the zone has other cars in it, go ahead and do a loop around the
block and try again rather than letting your child get off while you are still in the street. Or better yet,
park a few blocks away and walk with your student to school. It can be a bonding time and a little
walk with your child can do wonders for your mental outlook for the day.

As a reminder, Mrs. Riedel, my counterpart, will be at the helm of the S.S. Otter for most of the
month of March and I will be taking most of the month of April or until Mr. Keller is able to return.
We've been very humbled by the warm welcome we've been given. Thank you.

Go Otters!
Matt Bell

RHD Upcoming Events
February 26-March 8 - PTA, Book Week, Read a Thon
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February 28 - Executive Function Skill Building for Students in
Grades 4-8, see flyer below
March 7 - PGUSD Board Meeting, 6:30 PM
March 8 - PTA Book Swap at lunch & Pajama Reading Night, 5:30-
7:30PM
March 11-15 - TK/K Parent Teacher Conferences, students
released 12:10 PM
March 13-15 - 1st-5th grade Parent Teacher Conferences, students
released at 12:10 PM

March 13 - PGUSD TK/K Parent Orientation Meeting, PGHS Library, 6:00 PM
March 14 - RHD STEM Night, 5:00-7:00 PM (see flyer below)

PTA Information
Join the Read-A-Thon!
Our Read-A-Thon starts Monday February 26, 2024 and ends March 8th—when we’ll celebrate with
a Book Swap and Book Night on March 8th (more to come soon!).

This week, your student is bringing home instructions on how to activate their personal page. This
is where you will be able to view and record their progress.

We encourage you to activate your reader’s account today by clicking on https://www.read-a-
thon.com/readers/r/aNiIAZ/1 and following the simple instructions.

We hope EVERYONE participates—our goal was 200 students last year and we reached 224. Can
we get to 250 this year? We think so! Last year, Mrs. Hiserman’s 5th grade class logged the most
reading minutes, with 42,000 minutes read! Can any class beat that this year?! Let’s see!!
This year, whichever class logs the most minutes read will get a special treat from the PTA! Our top
3 readers will get to gift certificates to Bookworks!

We raised $5,000 last year, which went right back to the school in the form of supporting our
teachers with funds to buy classroom materials, art supplies, books, new chairs, plants—whatever
they may need to make your children’s experience at school interactive, memorable, and supportive.
If you have any specific questions, please contact Heather Lazare: heatherlazare@gmail.com.

Thanks so much,
Robert Down Elementary School PTA
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Office Reminders...

1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
office and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher first thing in
the morning.

2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the office a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
a) ParentVUE app
b) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
c) Email Annie Deis at adeis@pgusd.org

3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.
The office and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their child
should do after school. This is disruptive.

Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance

If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE
for a field trip, please be sure you are fingerprint cleared with our
district. To make an appointment at the District Office please
contact Bree Nehring by calling 607-8892 or emailing
bnehring@pgusd.org

Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your
child's teacher to schedule a time that works best for them.

Robert Down Birthday Books
This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book Club fill out the information below
(scroll way down to the bottom of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make the check payable to the
P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book on the memo line).

mailto:adeis@pgusd.org
https://robertdown.pgusd.org/documents/Bell-Sched-22-23.pdf
mailto:bnehring@pgusd.org
https://www.pgusd.org/Departments/Human-Resources/Volunteer-Paperwork/index.html


When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will
present a new book in honor of your child’s birthday. Your child will
be the first one to check out and read the book that has been
donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with
your child’s name will be affixed to the inside cover for all future
readers to appreciate.

Birthday Book Club.pdf
Download

280.3 KBinsert_drive_filePDF
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SIGN UP FOR THE WAVE PROGRAM HERE!

https://www.thewaveprogram.org/






BUY A YEARBOOK HERE!

https://store.plicbooks.com/projects/b067ad18-147c-48c6-9a2b-776d96f80e1d




CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear

http://fieldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters












Allergy Alert Letter August 2023.docx.pdf
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AI Parent Training For Students
The SmartSocial Parent, Teacher & Counselor forum will teach you
the hidden safety features of TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram, Fortnite,
Netflix, YouTube & More

launch smartsocial.com
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Robert Down Elementary School

Website: https://robertdown.pgusd.org/
Location: 485 Pine Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA, USA
Phone: (831) 646-6540
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