
Principal's Message
Hello Otter Families,

Another eventful week here at Robert Down! It began with a heightening of important safety
awareness. Our staff, students, parents, and district personnel, along with PGPD, rallied together
while being extra attentive to our surroundings and how to keep each other safe. Safety comes first
for all of us; hence, the drills and reminders.

We also began by recognizing the importance of the Ramadan tradition and were able to
authentically do so with the help, guidance, and wonderful resources provided by parent Zahra
Summayya. Informative readings pertaining to Ramadan, its’ rich history, and what to expect from
our students as they observe March 11 through April 10 helped our Otter population to understand
the significance and value of various cultures and practices. Zahra’s son, Jibran, is in Mrs. Darnell’s
second grade class. He will share, via a special presentation with his 2nd grade friends, some
enlightening Ramadan activities on March 19 – it’s on my calendar!

Robert Down has many fantastic spellers! On Tuesday, March 12 finalists earned the esteemed
honor of being able to compete in the Spelling Bee at 6:00 PM next Wednesday, March 25! My
calendar is filling up with some fun events!



Let’s talk about playground and recess behaviors! The majority of our student Otters display
exemplary attitudes and sportsmanship each and every day. A few, however, are experiencing an
abundance of energy which is resulting in Spring Fever; and this results in behavior issues.
Sometimes students forget to use kind language and sometimes injuries occur. Let’s please remind
students, at school and at home, to continue enjoying recesses, but do so with kindness and
fairness.

Speaking of kindness, our fourth grade classes will perform an inspiring ToolBox Assembly on
Friday, March 15 at 10:15 AM. This time, the theme is EMPATHY. When I think of empathy, I think of
kind understanding, and so much of that is visible at Robert Down among students and staff. We
will also have a special student guest who will read her amazing essay about school safety relative
to “Wheels on Campus”. Enough said about that; all are welcome to hear about empathy and
Jackie’s thoughts on how to keep us safe!

I noticed an energetic group of students out in our garden the other day under the direction of Heidi
Feldman and Keith Larson. They were sprucing up the grounds, learning how gardens thrive, and
planning for the garden’s revival. Love that piece of RHD and I can’t wait for our classes to begin
using its space.

Last, but not least, this week many parents visited our teachers for their children's conferences.
Keeping connected with our families about student progress, academic growth, and behavioral
expectations helps keep us informed and safe. A big thanks to the parents for attending these
conferences and, of course, to the teachers who prepared so thoroughly for these important
appointments!

Mary Riedel

RHD Upcoming Events
March 14 - RHD STEM Night, 5:00-7:00 PM (see flyer below)
March 18 - RHD Site Council Meeting, 3:30 PM
March 18 - 2nd Grade Play: Feathers, Scales & Furry Tails, 5:30 PM
March 20 - PTA Dine Out, Peppers Mexicali Cafe, 11:30 AM - 9:00
PM
March 20 - Final Spelling Bee Competition, Cafeteria, 6:00 PM
March 24 - RHD Drama Club Play, Ottertorium, 2:00 PM and 5:00
PM



PTA Upcoming Information...

PTA Meetings Coming Up

1. The first planning meeting for the 5th grade campout, Monday, March 18, 7pm, Zoom
https://stanford.zoom.us/j/97183689596?pwd=eGpmaEtzNnBiMzFyN3UrTW42eW9pUT09
Password: 688756
Meeting ID: 971 8368 9596

2. General PTA Meeting (for everyone), Tuesday, March 19, 630pm, remote (via Google Meet)
meet.google.com/hgp-zjxa-kpa

Meet by phone: (US) +1 650-781-0825
PIN: 768671280

Office Reminders...
1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
office and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher first thing in
the morning.

2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the office a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
a) ParentVUE app
b) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
c) Email Annie Deis at adeis@pgusd.org

3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.
The office and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their child
should do after school. This is disruptive.

Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance
If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE for a field trip, please be sure you
are fingerprint cleared with our district. To make an appointment at the District Office please
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contact Bree Nehring by calling 607-8892 or emailing
bnehring@pgusd.org

Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your
child's teacher to schedule a time that works best for them.

Robert Down Birthday Books

This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to
build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book
Club fill out the information below (scroll way down to the bottom
of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make
the check payable to the P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book
on the memo line).
When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will
present a new book in honor of your child’s birthday. Your child will
be the first one to check out and read the book that has been

donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with your child’s name will be affixed
to the inside cover for all future readers to appreciate.

Birthday Book Club.pdf
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SIGN UP FOR THE WAVE PROGRAM HERE!

https://www.thewaveprogram.org/






BUY A YEARBOOK HERE!

https://store.plicbooks.com/projects/b067ad18-147c-48c6-9a2b-776d96f80e1d














CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear

http://fieldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters






Allergy Alert Letter August 2023.docx.pdf
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AI Parent Training For Students
The SmartSocial Parent, Teacher & Counselor forum will teach you
the hidden safety features of TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram, Fortnite,
Netflix, YouTube & More

launch smartsocial.com
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Robert Down Elementary School

Website: https://robertdown.pgusd.org/
Location: 485 Pine Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA, USA
Phone: (831) 646-6540

Robert Down Elementary School
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