
Principal's Message
Hello Otter Families,

Otterville had another week �lled with fun, work, activities, and
unpredictable weather!

Monday morning the whole student body witnessed our talented
RHD Drama Club perform a series of skits entitled Storytime
Revue! It’s wonderful to see students in a different light than on the

playground and in classes: some quiet ones really do shine when on stage. Shout outs to our parent
director of the Storytime Revue Shawn Rozsa, as well as to staff member Kristin Sells and o�ce
clerk Annie Deis, for their help with costumes and student supervision.

Our 3rd grader, Spark Boyle was “Principal of the Day” on Wednesday and welcomed Co-Principal
Matt Bell back to RHD. Our o�ce manager provided for Spark an o�cial yellow jacket, a real walkie-
talkie, and a complete lesson plan of principal duties for the day. Spark and Mr. Bell were busy bees
doing principal jobs, visiting the district o�ce to meet PGUSD Superintendent, Dr. Adamson, and
�lling up on deli sandwiches. Spark did an amazing job of handing out “green cards” to his Otter



friends and made even more friends when he awarded his peers an extra 5 minutes of morning
recess!

If you pop into RHD, take a look at the new bulletin board above the Ottertorium doors! An
informative display of important information related to Career Day has been created by our
counselor, Sonda Frudden. Read all about it! Themes of decor will often change.

Our RHD garden is thriving with the care and attention from our docents, Heidi and Keith. Their
organized schedule of seeing classes is running smoothly each week. So fun to watch the �owers
and vegetables grow alongside our students!

More fun learning…It was human body exploration day in 2nd grade facilitated by their teachers,
Anna Darnell, Page Gilmore, and Denise Johnson alongside special docent former RHD teacher,
Nancy Spade!

Science Ooey Gooey…. What??? Mrs. Pechan facilitated a 4th grade project about animals,
dissection, and �ndings related to what animals eat. How does one �nd that out? Dissect the
animal, know its diet, and learn how animals retrieve their food. Wow! Shout outs to the volunteers
and to many instructional aides for helping our young scientists.

And onto a couple of upcoming events honoring some very special people.

On April 15, we will be honoring our students of military families by wearing purple for Month of the
Military Child, Purple Up!. Military families, who already have sacri�ced for the security of our
country through their service, carry the additional burden of being asked to frequently move, which
makes it di�cult for students. Please wear purple on the 15th as a show of gratitude and solidarity
with our military families.

April 17, from 8:00-8:30 AM we will be honoring our volunteers, without whom Robert Down simply
would not be the same special school that it is. If you have volunteered in any capacity such as in
the classroom, in a committee, PTA, after school, in the garden, or in any other way, you are invited
to come for some coffee, light breakfast goodies, and a heaping dose of appreciation.

On April 25, from 5:15-7:15 PM, we will be honoring our students and the hard work that they have
done this year in our annual Open House. This Open House will include a food truck that works as a
fundraiser for the PTA so you and your family can come and enjoy a meal together before the event
and help support the PTA. We’ll send more details later.

Mary Riedel & Matt Bell



RHD Upcoming Events

April 4 - PGUSD Board Meeting, 6:30 PM
April 5 - Minimum Day, all students dismissed at 12:10 PM
April 8-12 - Spring Break!
April 15 - Purple Up Day! Celebrating Military Kids. Wear PURPLE!
April 17 - Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast, 8:00-8:30 AM
April 25 - RHD Open House (5:15 PM Food Truck, 6:15 PM
Principal's Message, 6:30-7:15 PM Classroom visits)
April 26 - 5th Grade Career Day, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM, Ottertorium

O�ce Reminders...
1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
o�ce and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher �rst thing in
the morning.

2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the o�ce a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
a) ParentVUE app
b) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
c) Email Annie Deis at adeis@pgusd.org

3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.
The o�ce and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their child
should do after school. This is disruptive.

Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance
If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE for a �eld trip, please be sure you
are �ngerprint cleared with our district. To make an appointment at the District O�ce please
contact Bree Nehring by calling 607-8892 or emailing bnehring@pgusd.org

Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your child's teacher to schedule a time
that works best for them.

mailto:adeis@pgusd.org
https://robertdown.pgusd.org/documents/Bell-Sched-22-23.pdf
mailto:bnehring@pgusd.org


Robert Down Birthday Books

This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to
build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book
Club �ll out the information below (scroll way down to the bottom
of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make
the check payable to the P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book
on the memo line).
When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will
present a new book in honor of your child’s birthday. Your child will
be the �rst one to check out and read the book that has been

donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with your child’s name will be a�xed
to the inside cover for all future readers to appreciate.

Birthday Book Club.pdf
Download

280.3 KBPDF

EVENTS
1. Big Sur International Marathon Volunteers (signup by April 12)
a. help direct runners to appropriate buses
b. Contact Sarah Fontecchio <thedsttproject@gmail.com> if you are interested
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2. RHD Open House (April 25)
a. 5:15-6:15 food truck and social play
b. 6:15-6:30 principal's address
c. 6:30-7:15 classroom visits

3. 5th Grade Sunset Event (April 26 or 27, TBD)
a. Without more volunteers, this event may be canceled. Contact Lucie Hazen
<ljhazen@gmail.com> if you are available to help this event be successful.

4. 5th Grade Campout (on RHD �eld, May 17-18)
a. Without more volunteers, this event may be canceled. Contact Lucie Hazen
<ljhazen@gmail.com> if you are available to help this event be successful.

HELPING OUT
1. Support the PTA by joining: https://jointotem.com/ca/paci�c-grove/robert-h-down-elementary-
pta
a. Tax-deductible membership starts at just $20/yr/person
b. Membership does not commit you to volunteering your time

2. Square 1 Art Fundraiser (order by April 19)
a. Buy merchandise featuring your child's art to support the school
b. https://shop.square1art.com/Shop/artwork/Search
c. See March 20 catapult connect email (RE: Square 1 Art Keepsakes) for details
d. Contact Sarah Fontecchio <thedsttproject@gmail.com> if you have any questions

3. Charleston Wrap Fundraiser (April)
a. details announced soon
b. Contact Sarah Fontecchio <thedsttproject@gmail.com> if you have any questions
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SIGN UP FOR THE WAVE PROGRAM HERE!

https://www.thewaveprogram.org/


BUY A YEARBOOK HERE!

https://store.plicbooks.com/projects/b067ad18-147c-48c6-9a2b-776d96f80e1d










CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear

http://fieldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters
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