
Principal's Message
Dear Otter Parents and Guardians,

1. Don’t forget Open House at 5:15 tonight!
2. Next week we will be holding a Drop, Cover, and Hold On emergency drill. This drill will help us

imbed how to respond when we have a major earthquake. I will be coming onto our PA system
and announcing the beginning of the drill next Tuesday at 11:00. Everyone on campus will duck
and cover their heads. If they are inside, they will hold onto a table or desk to help protect
them. We will also have some observers who will debrief with us afterwards to talk about what
went well and where we can improve.

3. If you follow Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, you know that his theory said that before
people can fulfill their self esteem and self-actualization needs, they need to fulfill their
physiological needs and then their safety and security needs. This is, in part, the reason behind
PG schools (and many other) giving free breakfasts and lunches to all students. It is also
behind our efforts to make sure that all students feel safe - both physically and psychologically
- at school. Disaster drills, anti-bullying campaigns, education regarding cultural understanding
and diversity all contribute to fulfilling the lower levels of our basic needs. This is also the basis
for routine and consistent expectations at home and at school. We expect students to walk in
the halls, remove their baseball hats inside the building, treat each other nicely, play fairly on



the playground, respect adults, and use their Toolbox skills. These expectations (and others, of
course) create a predictable environment in which students can then concentrate on their
education. The same is true for home. Predictable and routine expectations at home, dinner
with the family - yes, there is scientific research about the positive benefits of having a regular
dinner with the family - setting age-appropriate boundaries that are consistently enforced
actually give kids and adults a sense of security. It’s like holding their hand crossing a busy
street. With that rather long-winded prolog, with summer coming up, many parents tend to
loosen the reins on their kids and relax rules around the house allowing them to “get away”
with much more than they would during the school year. Rules and consequences become
unpredictable. While some loosening is fine, our kids still need their sleep and should be in bed
by a reasonable time. They still need to have chores to teach them responsibility and
contribution to the family. They still need to read on a regular basis both with and without you.
The family still needs to eat as many dinners together as possible. This gives your child a
sense of security to then pursue self-esteem and self actualization. Maslow may have died 50
years ago, but his work is still relevant today.

4. I continue to be impressed with the level of academic work that our students do as well as
their kind nature. I had a lovely lunch the other day with kids who were “caught doing
something good.” We drew names out of a bucket with a couple hundred slips of paper kids
are given when they are caught. How cool is that?

Matt Bell, Interim Principal, Robert Down Elementary School

P.S. Robert Down families are invited to visit the newly restored school garden during our Open
House event on April 25. Garden teachers Heidi Feldman and Keith Larson will be there to show
what has been done during the past few months to bring our garden back, much of it with the help
of our students. Have a taste of the first harvest of delicious greens from the veggie beds. There'll
also be an opportunity to sign up for volunteering in the garden!

RHD Upcoming Events
April 25 - RHD Open House (5:15 PM Food Truck, 6:15 PM
Principal's Message, 6:30-7:15 PM Classroom visits)
April 26 - 5th Grade Career Day, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM, Ottertorium
April 27 - 5th Grade Sunset Event, PGMS, 6:00-8:00 PM
April 28 - RHD Volunteers at Big Sur Marathon
April 30 - Maypole Dance for parents, 10:25 AM, Ottertorium
April 30 - RHD Choir Performance, PGMS, 6:30 PM
May 7 - Teacher and Staff Appreciation, see sign up below



Office Reminders...

1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
office and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher first thing in
the morning.

2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the office a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
a) ParentVUE app
b) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
c) Email Annie Deis at adeis@pgusd.org

3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.
The office and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their child
should do after school. This is disruptive.

Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance

If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE
for a field trip, please be sure you are fingerprint cleared with our
district. To make an appointment at the District Office please
contact Bree Nehring by calling 607-8892 or emailing
bnehring@pgusd.org

Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your
child's teacher to schedule a time that works best for them.

Robert Down Birthday Books
This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book Club fill out the information below
(scroll way down to the bottom of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make the check payable to the
P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book on the memo line).

mailto:adeis@pgusd.org
https://robertdown.pgusd.org/documents/Bell-Sched-22-23.pdf
mailto:bnehring@pgusd.org
https://www.pgusd.org/Departments/Human-Resources/Volunteer-Paperwork/index.html


When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will
present a new book in honor of your child’s birthday. Your child will
be the first one to check out and read the book that has been
donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with
your child’s name will be affixed to the inside cover for all future
readers to appreciate.

Birthday Book Club.pdf
Download

280.3 KBinsert_drive_filePDF

EVENTS

1. 5th Grade Sunset Event (April 27)
a. Without more volunteers, this event may be canceled. Contact Lucie Hazen
<ljhazen@gmail.com> if you are available to help this event be successful.

2. 5th Grade Campout (on RHD field, May 17-18)
a. Without more volunteers, this event may be canceled. Contact Lucie Hazen
<ljhazen@gmail.com> if you are available to help this event be successful.

HELPING OUT
1. Support the PTA by joining: https://jointotem.com/ca/pacific-grove/robert-h-down-elementary-
pta
a. Tax-deductible membership starts at just $20/yr/person
b. Membership does not commit you to volunteering your time

2. Charleston Wrap Fundraiser (April)
a. details announced soon
b. Contact Sarah Fontecchio <thedsttproject@gmail.com> if you have any questions
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SIGN UP GENIUS FOR 5TH GRADE SUNSET

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4DACAF2FA6FF2-49152247-5thgrade#/


SIGN UP for Teacher & Staff Appreciation

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4DACAF2FA6FF2-49255719-teacher#/












SIGN UP FOR THE WAVE PROGRAM HERE!

https://www.thewaveprogram.org/


BUY A YEARBOOK HERE!

https://store.plicbooks.com/projects/b067ad18-147c-48c6-9a2b-776d96f80e1d








CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear

http://fieldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters
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Robert Down Elementary School

Website: https://robertdown.pgusd.org/
Location: 485 Pine Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA, USA
Phone: (831) 646-6540
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