
Principal's Message
Dear Otter Ohana,

1. Dear Parents - I wrote this newsletter a couple of days ago and the drill I outlined below has
nothing to do with today’s incident. It is merely a coincidence in timing. I scheduled the drill a
month ago. At the same time, today’s incident underscores our need to be vigilant.
Last week we had a Drop, Cover, and Hold On drill for the school. Next week, on the 15th at
1:40, we will be holding a modified Lockdown/Barricade drill. While the premise of holding a
drill like this is scary, we do ourselves and our kids no favors in not being prepared. Our staff
has been informed and they will be talking to their classes about it. It is based on having
someone on campus that shouldn’t be there. As I said, our goal is to prepare our students and
staff, so we want everyone to be completely informed about the event. So at 1:40, I will come
over the loudspeaker and announce that we will be having a drill and for the teachers to lock
their doors, close their blinds and have the kids in the safest part of the room. The whole drill
should take about 5 minutes, tops.

2. A gargantuan THANK YOU goes out to our inestimable PTA for putting together a staff
appreciation brunch on Tuesday. It was beyond delicious and the staff felt truly loved.
Additional thanks to all of you who contributed to the feast. Small acts of kindness go way
deeper than you may think.



3. I remember some time ago (ok, a looong time ago) reading Commander Toad and the Dis-
Asteroid to my 5 year old son. To give you context, Commander Toad and Mr. Hop (gotta love
the names) are trying to understand a distress signal and are studying a map of the solar
system. My son suddenly pipes up and says, “I know the planets” and proceeds to rattle off all
9 planets - Pluto was still a planet -, how many moons each planet has, and the name of Pluto’s
moon, Charon. Last night, 29 years later, he gave me an explicitly detailed description of my
parent’s house which he only visited as a young child. How did he remember?
This experience, I’m sure, is not unique among parents. All of us can recount stories of our
children excelling in some area: children who can remember every word of just about every
song that Taylor Swift wrote, or who love to solve puzzles that many adults struggle with, or
who seem to be best friends with every student in school, or who can master just about any
sport. As we all know, there is way more to intelligence than simply being “good” in school and
getting high grades. These observations that there is more to being “smart” than is measured
in grades was the basis of research by Howard Gardner, a psychologist at Harvard University.
In his research, Gardner identified seven different kinds of intelligence: bodily-kinesthetic (does
well in sports, likes to build things), interpersonal (has many friends, shows empathy),
intrapersonal (has high self esteem, has personal hobbies), linguistic (likes to write, enjoys
reading), logical-mathematical (is good at math, enjoys puzzles), musical (plays an instrument,
remembers songs), and spatial (like my son and myself, who has good visual imagination).
While schools tend to emphasize linguistic and logical-mathematical intelligence, particularly
in the upper grades, the world outside of school values all seven. Because all seven types of
intelligence are important, it is critical that we develop all of our children’s natural talents and
abilities to be successful in life. That is why we at RHD also introduce programs like the
Toolbox, Caught Being Good, Otter Certificates, and buddy programs.
As the days get longer and summer approaches, take some time to explore the area or areas
that your child shows strength in and plan activities that allow them to show off their skills.
Kids who have to work harder to be successful in school truly need to see that they have many
strengths in other areas. Thomas Armstrong has written articles and books on bringing out
your child’s talents. Seven Kinds of Smart is excellent. I think the time you spend
understanding and helping your child understand their natural abilities will not only give you
better insight into how they learn, but will also draw you close together as a family. Now I’m
going to look to see if I still have the copy of Commander Toad…

4. We will still be doing State testing next week. If your child is 3rd-5th grade, please make sure
they get lots of sleep next week and a good breakfast before coming to school.

5. I’ve noted an increase in the number of toys that students have brought to school lately. Unless
there is some special permission from your child’s teacher, please have your kids leave their
toys at home. Inevitably, a toy gets lost or broken or is the cause of a jealous squabble. Thanks
for helping in this area.

Matt Bell, Interim Principal, Robert Down Elementary School



RHD Upcoming Events

May 9 - PGUSD Board Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 14 - PTA Dine Out, Taste of India
May 17-18 - 5th Grade Campout, RHD Field
May 21 - Famous Person Reports, 4th Grade, 10:15-11:45 AM
May 21 - PTA Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 23 - PGUSD Board Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 24 - Toolbox Assembly, 3rd Grade, 11:35 AM
May 31 - Senior Memory Walk, 9:00 AM

May 31 - 5th Grade Promotion, 11:00 AM
May 31 - Last Day of School, Minimum Day, dismissal 12:10 PM

5th Grade Camp Out - Please RSVP
Hello fellow 5th grade families!
We are fast approaching our 5th Grade Camp Out to celebrate their graduation and move to middle
school.
All RSVPs are needed on or before Wednesday May 8th. Please click this link below to open the
Google Form and register your child.
Registration Link: https://forms.gle/S3M3dE2isfQkNfUd6

Event: Friday May 17th 5pm - Saturday May 18th 8am
Location: Robert Down Elementary School Field.
Please enter through the field gate on Junipero Avenue across from the Community Center for the
event. All Gates will be locked.

1 Chaperone required for every 2-4 students
Participants required to provide camping gear
This is a Phone Free / Device Free Experience
This event is for 5th Grade Robert Down Students only
This is a nut free event

The PTA will be providing pizza dinner and a popcorn snack. Parent help is needed for other snacks
and breakfast foods, please help us make this a success.
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=8050445AEA82AA0FA7-
49251911-5thgrade#/

Our event committee is looking for 8-10 parent volunteers for set up and help with dinner 4pm -
6:30pm. If you are able to volunteer your time please email Lucie Hazen: ljhazen@gmail.com

https://forms.gle/S3M3dE2isfQkNfUd6
https://forms.gle/S3M3dE2isfQkNfUd6
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=8050445AEA82AA0FA7-49251911-5thgrade#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=8050445AEA82AA0FA7-49251911-5thgrade#/
mailto:ljhazen@gmail.com


Many thanks,

Sarah Fontecchio, 831-214-9462

Office Reminders...
1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
office and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher first thing in
the morning.

2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the office a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
a) ParentVUE app

https://robertdown.pgusd.org/documents/Bell-Sched-22-23.pdf


b) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
c) Email Annie Deis at adeis@pgusd.org

3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.
The office and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their child
should do after school. This is disruptive.

Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance

If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE
for a field trip, please be sure you are fingerprint cleared with our
district. To make an appointment at the District Office please
contact Bree Nehring by calling 607-8892 or emailing
bnehring@pgusd.org

Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your
child's teacher to schedule a time that works best for them.

Robert Down Birthday Books
This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to
build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book
Club fill out the information below (scroll way down to the bottom
of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make
the check payable to the P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book
on the memo line).
When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will
present a new book in honor of your child’s birthday. Your child will
be the first one to check out and read the book that has been

donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with your child’s name will be affixed
to the inside cover for all future readers to appreciate.

mailto:adeis@pgusd.org
mailto:bnehring@pgusd.org
https://www.pgusd.org/Departments/Human-Resources/Volunteer-Paperwork/index.html
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SIGN UP FOR THE WAVE PROGRAM HERE!

https://www.thewaveprogram.org/




CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear

http://fieldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters
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