
Principal's Message
Dear RHD Families,

RUBY BRIDGES WALK TO SCHOOL DAY:
Watch the invitation video: https://watch.screencastify.com/v/dS5GLmHqYvbPpUwtVtjF

Join RHD staff and families as we gather together to stand up to bullying and acts of racism on
Tuesday, November 14, 2023. Three locations will be available to check in for the walk starting at
8:00 AM: 1) George Washington Park, 2) Caledonia Park, and 3) The upper parking lot of First
Awakenings restaurant at the corner of David and Lighthouse (FYI, they open at 7:00 AM for those
interested).

Sign up for the location of your preference. https://forms.gle/JiUNKEaYzikGLtNE7 Please indicate
if you will be walking with a group and if your student(s) need(s) a chaperone to walk to school.

Plan to wear purple or order a commemorative shirt from the Ruby Bridges Foundation website
(link below). We'd like to see as many students and their parents participate as possible. Please
indicate in the sign up if another parent/guardian will be participating with your child(ren).

Tie-string bags, flags, stickers, buttons, and wristbands will be handed out while supplies last and
organized for those students that sign up.

https://watch.screencastify.com/v/dS5GLmHqYvbPpUwtVtjF
https://forms.gle/JiUNKEaYzikGLtNE7


Walk will begin at 8:10 AM sharp at all three locations.

All three groups will meet in front of the steps for a yearbook picture before school begins.

Feel free to reach out to Principal Sean Keller with any questions:
831-275-0083

https://rubybridges.foundation/

RHD Veterans Day Assembly Video Link:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ybjK_3MBid6P1JfYK1wWm2poI4xCrAby/view?usp=sharing
Thank you to the veterans and service members that were able to attend our annual Veterans Day
Assembly yesterday. It was an honor to host you all and spend a moment to remember those that
did not make it home while serving our country. Thank you for your service and sacrifices you have
made to keep our country a safe place to raise our children.

DIWALI CELEBRATION
Thank you to Nikita McKinder and Summayya Zahra for organizing our lunchtime Diwali celebration
today as well as decorating the lobby last week. The students had tons of fun working with the clay
and creating beautiful art in the lunch area. The clay will dry over this weekend and students can
pick up their artwork at the top of the Ottertorium on the table so they can paint their creation and
place a tea light candle in them to celebrate the new year. Please send pics to your student's
teacher or text/email Principal Keller directly: skeller@pgusd.org or (831) 275-0083.

NEW WINTER PROGRAM DATE!!
Mark your calendars! Our school wide Winter Program has been changed from December 5 to
December 21. This event will take place at the PGHS Stadium at 6:00 PM.

SCHOOL PHOTOS: School photos were sent home last week. If you're missing anything, or have a
question please call Premier Studios directly at 888-274-3686 or 559-274-9231. Picture retake day
will be January 18, 2024.

In Otter Ohana,

Sean Keller, RHD Principal
Google Voice (831) 275-0083
skeller@pgusd.org

https://rubybridges.foundation/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ybjK_3MBid6P1JfYK1wWm2poI4xCrAby/view?usp=sharing
mailto:skeller@pgusd.org
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RHD Upcoming Events
November 10 - Veterans Day Holiday, No School
November 14 - Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day
November 15 - PTA Dine Out, Islands, 4:00-10:00 PM
November 16 - Parenting with Purpose Workshop: Childhood
Stress & Anxiety, 9:00 AM
November 21 - Cocoa with Keller, 6:30 PM
November 22 - Minimum Day, 12:10 dismissal
November 23-24 - Thanksgiving Holiday, No School

December 13 - PTA Dine Out, California Pizza Kitchen, 4:00-9:00 PM
December 21 - Winter Program, PGHS Stadium, 6:00 PM

Office Reminders...



1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
office and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher first thing in
the morning.

2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the office a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
a) ParentVUE app
b) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
c) Email Annie Deis at adeis@pgusd.org

3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.
The office and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their child
should do after school. This is disruptive.

Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance
If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE
for a field trip, please be sure you are fingerprint cleared with our
district. To make an appointment at the District Office please
contact Bree Nehring by calling 607-8892 or emailing
bnehring@pgusd.org

Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your
child's teacher to schedule a time that works best for them.

Robert Down Birthday Books

This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book Club fill out the information below
(scroll way down to the bottom of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make the check payable to the
P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book on the memo line).
When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will present a new book in honor of
your child’s birthday. Your child will be the first one to check out and read the book that has been

mailto:adeis@pgusd.org
https://robertdown.pgusd.org/documents/Bell-Sched-22-23.pdf
mailto:bnehring@pgusd.org
https://www.pgusd.org/Departments/Human-Resources/Volunteer-Paperwork/index.html


donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with
your child’s name will be affixed to the inside cover for all future
readers to appreciate.

Birthday Book Club.pdf
Download

280.3 KBinsert_drive_filePDF
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CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear

http://fieldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters














Allergy Alert Letter August 2023.docx.pdf
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Screen Time Events from SmartSocial
Using Screen Time to Support Positive Student Behaviors on Campus and At Home - VIP Event,
November 14th & 15th

Virtual Parent Night Event

In today's digital world, screens are an integral part of our lives, offering boundless opportunities for
learning and leisure. But how can we ensure that screen time is a source of joy and not a thief of it?

This event is designed for parents, students, and educators. We will be sharing insights, tips, and
tools to make the most of screen time while reducing its potential downsides.



AI Parent Training For Students
The SmartSocial Parent, Teacher & Counselor forum will teach you
the hidden safety features of TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram, Fortnite,
Netflix, YouTube & More

launch smartsocial.com
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Robert Down Elementary School
Website: https://robertdown.pgusd.org/
Location: 485 Pine Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA, USA
Phone: (831) 646-6540

Robert Down Elementary School
is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters

https://robertdown.pgusd.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=485+Pine+Ave,+Pacific+Grove,+CA+93950,+USA&ftid=0x808de14cf9d71551:0x3853d3400243dcd9
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