
Principal's Message
Dear RHD Families,

Important Notice: Holiday Music Program Changes Due to Weather
Multiple weather reports are indicating rain next Thursday, so Mr.
Masar, Forest Grove Principal Abbie Arbrun, and I made the di�cult
decision to plan on indoor performances for both schools.

Robert H Down's performances will occur on Tuesday, December 19th in the RHD Ottertorium.
Due to the amount of family members attending, we must have two performances to meet �re
code requirements.
Transitional Kindergarten-2nd grades will perform from 5:00-6:00 PM.
3rd-5th grades will perform from 6:30-7:30 PM.
Students should be dropped off at their classroom 15 minutes before the performance start
time (Primary: 4:45 PM and Intermediate: 6:15).
Students need to be picked up from their classroom after their performance.
Parking will be available on the Intermediate playground, similar to the Trunk or Treat event. If
any Girl or Boy Scout Troops can help with this coordination, please reach out to Principal
Keller: 831-275-0083.



Traditionally, students will dress in their desired holiday attire. This is a picture moment, so
think school picture day.
There is no eating or drinking in the Ottertorium. Please help us avoid any rodent issues.
We are still collecting canned food and toys for our holiday drives. Our local families in need
would appreciate your support.
We apologize for any inconvenience created with the change in plans. We hope the indoor
concert will provide a wonderful memory for your student(s) and your family.

Healthy Kids Survey - Your Chance to Win!
If you have a few moments, please provide feedback to the RHD Site Council in the annual
California Healthy Kids Survey. All responses are anonymous and the only information collected
are the answers to the questions. Click on the link for information regarding the purpose of the
survey along with sample questions in English and Spanish:
https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1TzpnDXsEVQVjg_qBeLTc0azJBIPVnz9K/view?usp=sharing

For those parents/guardians that want to participate in the survey directly, click here (CA Healthy
Kids Parent Log In): https://wested.ugam-apps.com/wested/ts/og8v

All parents/guardians that email or text a screen shot of their �nished survey to me become
eligible for a drawing for two free tickets to the annual Taste of PG event held at Spanish Bay and
hosted by our wonderful P.G. P.R.I.D.E. organization that supports all schools in PGUSD. The odds
are WAY better than the CA Lottery, so participate in the CA Healthy Kids Survey today and keep
your �ngers crossed.

Lost and Found
There are plenty of items in the lost and found. Please take a moment to check out the cubby
outside the cafeteria to see if one or more items belong to your student. Items will be donated
during Winter Break.

Order RHD Spirit Wear!
Order your student(s) RHD Spirit Wear for the holiday season as well as to stay warm during the
annual outdoor program at PGHS Breaker Stadium.
Visit Field of Dreams Designs today: https://�eldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters

MONTERY COUNTY FOOD BANK - FOOD DRIVE
Robert Down is participating in a Food Drive for the Food Bank for Monterey County. We have
several collection barrels on campus for your student to drop off canned and non perishable food
items. Please deliver items between now and December 19. Thank you for your donation! For more
information please see their website: https://foodbankformontereycounty.org/

KIWANIS CLUB - TOY DRIVE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzpnDXsEVQVjg_qBeLTc0azJBIPVnz9K/view?usp=sharing
https://wested.ugam-apps.com/wested/ts/og8v
https://fieldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters
https://foodbankformontereycounty.org/


The PG Kiwanis are collecting new unwrapped toys. There is a collection bin in the Robert Down
lobby.

SCHOOL PHOTOS: School photos were sent home a few weeks ago. If you're missing anything, or
have a question, please call Premier Studios directly at 888-274-3686 or 559-274-9231. Picture
retake day will be January 18, 2024.

In Otter Ohana,

Sean Keller, RHD Principal
Google Voice (831) 275-0083
skeller@pgusd.org

Message from Our District Nurse

Dear Robert Down Families,

As we experience an increase of illness at this time of year, please become familiar with the
following health guidelines that will help ensure a healthy school environment:

District Illness Policy: Our district illness policy is located on the pgusd.org website labeled in the
Health section under the Parents tab. All individuals should be free of contagious illness prior to
attending school. Those who are ill should remain home until their symptoms have resolved or
signi�cantly subsided for at least 24 hours without the use of over-the-counter medication to
relieve symptoms. Even if an individual is ill with a negative COVID-19 test result, they should
continue to remain home until their symptoms are resolved for at least 24 hours prior to returning
to work/school.

The CDPH has released the following Table 2: Guidance for Common Signs and Symptoms as
criteria for when to keep a child home. Although not required, we recommend that students with
lingering respiratory symptoms after returning to school from an illness wear a mask indoors until
their symptoms are fully gone. Disposable masks are available at each school site.

COVID-19 Testing: COVID-19 home test kits are available at every school site this year. Please
contact your child(ren)’s school o�ce(s) to pick up COVID-19 home test kits. We have plenty in
stock and encourage families to retrieve a home test kit from the school o�ce prior to Winter Break
for testing their children before they return to school in January.

Thank you!

Katrina Powley, RN

mailto:skeller@pgusd.org
https://www.pgusd.org/Parents/Health/index.html
http://pgusd.org/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Schools/SymptomGuidance.aspx#


District Nurse

RHD Upcoming Events

December 14—PGUSD Board Meeting, 6:30 PM
December 21—PGUSD Elementary Winter Program, PGHS
Stadium, 6:00 PM
December 22—Minimum Day, all students dismissed at 12:10 PM

O�ce Reminders...

1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
o�ce and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher �rst thing in
the morning.

2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the o�ce a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
a) ParentVUE app
b) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
c) Email Annie Deis at adeis@pgusd.org

3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.
The o�ce and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their child
should do after school. This is disruptive.

Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance

If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE for a �eld trip, please be sure you
are �ngerprint cleared with our district. To make an appointment at the District O�ce please

mailto:adeis@pgusd.org
https://robertdown.pgusd.org/documents/Bell-Sched-22-23.pdf


contact Bree Nehring by calling 607-8892 or emailing
bnehring@pgusd.org

Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your
child's teacher to schedule a time that works best for them.

Robert Down Birthday Books

This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to
build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book
Club �ll out the information below (scroll way down to the bottom
of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make
the check payable to the P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book
on the memo line).
When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will
present a new book in honor of your child’s birthday. Your child will
be the �rst one to check out and read the book that has been

donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with your child’s name will be a�xed
to the inside cover for all future readers to appreciate.

Birthday Book Club.pdf
Download

280.3 KBPDF
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Let's show our teachers and school staff how much we appreciate them with a special breakfast.
Please sign up to bring our amazing teachers and staff some treats.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4DA4AD2CA2FCC25-46644031-teacher#/

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4DA4AD2CA2FCC25-46644031-teacher#/














CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear

http://fieldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters


For this weeks “�nd the elf”...













Allergy Alert Letter August 2023.docx.pdf
Download

520.1 KBPDF

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64d2d1fc81d81c0c0083a289








AI Parent Training For Students
The SmartSocial Parent, Teacher & Counselor forum will teach you
the hidden safety features of TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram, Fortnite,
Net�ix, YouTube & More
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Robert Down Elementary School
Website: https://robertdown.pgusd.org/
Location: 485 Pine Avenue, Paci�c Grove, CA, USA
Phone: (831) 646-6540
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