
Principal's Message
Dear Friends,

1. As you are aware, the District will be looking for a new principal to lead the Otters through next
year and beyond. We need your input as to qualities that you most value in a principal. Dr. Linda
Adamson, PGUSD Superintendent, will be leading a Parent Input Meeting next Wednesday,
May 22, from 6:00pm-7:00pm in our Ottertorium. Your input is super important, so please
come if you can.

2. Principal Mary Riedel is back as my co-pilot on the SS Otter for the remainder of the year. We
will be tag-teaming days until school lets out.

3. Are you tired of emergency drill reports? Thankfully, this is the last you will get for this year.
Yesterday we had our Lockdown/Barricade drill. We found a few things that need to be
addressed such as how long the PA system will let you talk before shutting down as well as
areas that need blinds. Feedback from our consulting group, staff, and students was good and
we are now better prepared. We will do another Lockdown/Barricade drill some time in the fall.

4. ALERT: On Tuesday and Wednesday, May 21-22, the outside lanes (Tuesday) and the inside
lanes (Wednesday) of Pine Avenue will be closed for construction. At this writing, I am unsure
how things will work and whether the other lanes will be open. Sooooo, in all caution, I
strongly recommend that you stay off of Pine for those two days. Take a bit of a longer walk



to bring your kids to school, or consider parking on Junipero. Please be patient as I’m sure
we’ll have a bit of a PG Carmegeddon going on. We’ll update you as we get more detailed
information.

5. As long as I am sharing some of my experiences with you about raising my kids, I might as well
share one of my failures and continued struggle. A long time ago in a galaxy far far away, I had
a 6 and 3 year old and was principal here at RHD. Both boys would usually be asleep when I left
for school. As was common (and still is) I had meetings that night and came home for a quick
bite with the family before going back to school. Before I left, I proudly announced to the kids
that I would be home before they went to bed and would read them a bedtime story. You know
how this is going to go. The meeting went late, I pushed a few more papers around on my desk,
and as I came home, most of the house was dark. I came in the door and found my three year
old, Timmy, asleep in a chair in the living room. He told Linda, my wife, that I would be home
before he went to bed and that he would wait up for me. The sight broke my heart.
It’s times like those that I felt like a washing machine when the load is unbalanced and it starts
bumping and clunking during the spin cycle. My priorities were out of whack. All of us have to
juggle a variety of demands on our time: work, chores, time with our family, time to ourselves.
We live in a world that pushes us to spend more time focused on work at the expense of our
families and ourselves. But if we want the greatest return on our investment of time, then our
priorities must place time spent with our children near the top. Not only do we need to tell our
children that we love them with our words, we must show them that we love them with our
actions. There simply is no greater gift that you can give your children than your time. This is
an investment that will reap bene�ts that no mutual fund or stock investment could compare.
I have to tell you that when I see so many of you walking with your kids to school each morning
and picking them up in the afternoon, it warms my heart and brings a tinge of guilt to me as I
missed that opportunity. You are investing time in your kids. I simply could not do that when I
was a full-time principal given my job expectations and suspect that many of you are in the
same boat. But you can invest in different ways. A note in their book bag, a text telling them
you love them (outside of school hours, please), dinner with them every night, time with them
at night and on the weekends, etc. While we all struggle to keep our own lives balanced with all
of the demands on our time, keeping our kids and family at the top of our priorities will pay the
biggest dividends in the long run.

�. The lost and found is looking a bit like an over�lled thrift store. Please come by to see if that
missing sweatshirt, lunch box, or jacket is there. It is in the back of our cafeteria. Over summer,
we will collect all that is left and give it to a local charity.

Matt Bell, Interim Principal, Robert Down Elementary School

RHD Upcoming Events

May 17-18 - 5th Grade Campout, RHD Field
May 21 - Famous Person Reports, 4th Grade, 10:15-11:45 AM



May 21 - PTA Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 23 - PGUSD Board Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 24 - Toolbox Assembly, 3rd Grade, 11:35 AM
May 31 - Senior Memory Walk, 9:00 AM
May 31 - 5th Grade Promotion, 11:00 AM
May 31 - Last Day of School, Minimum Day, dismissal 12:10 PM

5th Grade Camp Out - Please RSVP

Hello fellow 5th grade families!
We are fast approaching our 5th Grade Camp Out to celebrate their graduation and move to middle
school.
All RSVPs are needed on or before Wednesday May 8th. Please click this link below to open the
Google Form and register your child.
Registration Link: https://forms.gle/S3M3dE2isfQkNfUd6

Event: Friday May 17th 5pm - Saturday May 18th 8am
Location: Robert Down Elementary School Field.
Please enter through the �eld gate on Junipero Avenue across from the Community Center for the
event. All Gates will be locked.

1 Chaperone required for every 2-4 students
Participants required to provide camping gear
This is a Phone Free / Device Free Experience
This event is for 5th Grade Robert Down Students only
This is a nut free event

The PTA will be providing pizza dinner and a popcorn snack. Parent help is needed for other snacks
and breakfast foods, please help us make this a success.
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=8050445AEA82AA0FA7-
49251911-5thgrade#/

Our event committee is looking for 8-10 parent volunteers for set up and help with dinner 4pm -
6:30pm. If you are able to volunteer your time please email Lucie Hazen: ljhazen@gmail.com

Many thanks,

Sarah Fontecchio, 831-214-9462
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O�ce Reminders...

1) Please have your child to school on time. Gates open at 8:30
AM. Warning bell rings at 8:40 AM. Final bell rings and instruction
begins at 8:45 AM. When a student is tardy it is disruptive to the
o�ce and classroom. In addition, students miss important
information and announcements from their teacher �rst thing in
the morning.

2) Did you know that you can report your child's absence with your ParentVUE app? Simply log into
your ParentVUE account to send the o�ce a message about why your child is absent.
* Ways to report a student absent *
a) ParentVUE app
b) 24 Hour Absence Line (831) 646-6663
c) Email Annie Deis at adeis@pgusd.org

3) Please make sure to relay afterschool plans with your child PRIOR to the school day.

mailto:adeis@pgusd.org
https://robertdown.pgusd.org/documents/Bell-Sched-22-23.pdf


The o�ce and teachers are getting phone calls and emails from parents daily about what their child
should do after school. This is disruptive.

Volunteer & Chaperone Clearance

If you plan on being a VOLUNTEER on campus or a CHAPERONE
for a �eld trip, please be sure you are �ngerprint cleared with our
district. To make an appointment at the District O�ce please
contact Bree Nehring by calling 607-8892 or emailing
bnehring@pgusd.org

Before coming to campus to volunteer, please check with your
child's teacher to schedule a time that works best for them.

Robert Down Birthday Books
This notice is to tell you about our voluntary program designed to
build the RHD library and
foster your child’s love of reading.
Here is how it works: To join the Robert H. Down Birthday Book
Club �ll out the information below (scroll way down to the bottom
of this message to print the Birthday Book forms) and deposit it in
the Drop Box at school along with a check for $20.00 (please make
the check payable to the P.G.U.S.D. and write R.H.D. Birthday Book
on the memo line).
When your child’s birthday month comes around Ms. Scanlon will
present a new book in honor of your child’s birthday. Your child will
be the �rst one to check out and read the book that has been

donated to the library to celebrate their birthday. A bookplate with your child’s name will be a�xed
to the inside cover for all future readers to appreciate.

Birthday Book Club.pdf
Download

280.3 KBPDF
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SIGN UP FOR THE WAVE PROGRAM HERE!

https://www.thewaveprogram.org/




CLICK HERE to ORDER RHD Spirit Wear

http://fieldofdreamsdesigns.com/client-shops/RHD-Otters














Allergy Alert Letter August 2023.docx.pdf
Download

520.1 KBPDF
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Robert Down Elementary School

Website: https://robertdown.pgusd.org/
Location: 485 Pine Avenue, Paci�c Grove, CA, USA
Phone: (831) 646-6540
Email: RHDO�ce@pgusd.org

Robert Down Elementary School
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